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Student	Marks	v	A4endance	
Engagement	statistics	
›  For	a	ﬁrst	year	core	mathema.cs	module	the	
correla.on	between	the	ﬁnal	results	and	the	
aSendance	record	is,	thankfully,	fairly	high.	
›  The	mean	mark	for	those	with	less	than	50%	
aSendance	is	40.5	(47.25	if	zero	marks	are	
excluded)	and	the	mean	mark	for	those	with	more	
than	50%	aSendance	is	66.73.	(There	is	a	
sta.s.cally	signiﬁcant	diﬀerence	between	the	
groups	whatever	test	you	perform.)	
›  We	are	not	en.rely	was.ng	our	.me.	
Lessons	learnt	
›  Data	from	a	signiﬁcant	number	of	sessions	in	
the	ﬁrst	5	weeks	was	lost	owing	to	soXware	
problems	–	meaning	that	“chasing”	poor	
aSenders	was	delayed		
›  Relying	on	academic	staﬀ	to	create	the	
database	soXware	“in	the	margins”	is	slower	
than	paying	a	developer	
›  A	‘one-oﬀ’	interven.on	to	address	aSendance	
issues	is	fairly	close	to	useless	
›  Staﬀ	need	more	training	in	asking	ques.ons	
which	promote	engagement	
	
What	we	did	not	achieve	
›  Increased	aSendance	
– Although	data	was	incomplete	across	the	last	2	
years	as	far	as	we	can	tell	aSendance	was	very	
similar	(the	employment	of	clickers	had	no	eﬀect)	
›  Increased	average	marks	
–  In	the	core	mathema.cs	modules	average	marks	
were	eﬀec.vely	iden.cal	across	the	last	2	years	
What	we	did	achieve	
›  Increased	engagement	from	students	
–  Feedback	from	students	is	broadly	posi.ve	
–  Feedback	from	staﬀ	reports	increased	student	
engagement	
–  In	the	core	mathema.cs	modules	the	propor.on	of	A	&	B	
grades	has	risen	signiﬁcantly	this	year	so	perhaps	the	
students	who	have	aSended	have	beneﬁSed	more	from	
the	sessions	than	last	year	
›  Increased	engagement	from	staﬀ	
–  Feedback	from	staﬀ	:	‘It	makes	us	think	about	how	we	
run	our	sessions.’	
›  Monitoring	aSendance	should	permit	iden.ﬁca.on	
of	students	having	problems	with	the	transi.on	to	
HE		
Further	ahead?	
›  The	feedback	has	been	suﬃciently	good	for	the	
project	to	be	extended	for	ﬁrst	year	students	
across	the	university		
›  Next	year	the	‘current’	1st	year	mathema.cs	
students	will	be	in	their	2nd	year	with	their	own	
clicker	so	we	are	extending	his	project	to	the	
next	level	
Thank	you!	
	
Any	questions?	
